WOODLAND PARISH COUNCIL

NOTES ON AGAR 2025-26
1. Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3. Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26
Due to a miscalculation in addition, section 9 (Total fixed assets plus long term investments and assets) of the 2024-25 return was incorrectly quoted at £31,352. This has been corrected by the restated value of £31,353 in the 2025-26 return
2. 2024-25 External Audit findings
In undertaking the review of the 2024/25 Annual Governance and Accountability Return it came to our attention that the Council ticked "Yes" to assertion 6 confirming they had ensured an effective internal audit during the year. However the Internal audit report was dated after the Annual Governance Statement had been signed and no internal audit testing of 2024/25 transactions or controls had been completed at the time the Annual Governance Statement was approved. In future, the Council should ensure that sufficient internal audit testing of the relevant year’s transactions and controls has been completed and the internal audit report is formally signed and dated before the Annual Governance Statement is approved.
The Parish Council note these findings, and will ensure that in future the internal audit report is completed prior to approval of the Annual Governance Statement.
Minor scope for improvement in 2025/2026
In undertaking the review of the 2024/25 Annual Governance and Accountability Return it came to our attention that in 2025 the Council has not met the requirements of the 2015 Accounts and Audit Regulations to start the period of 30 working days for the public to inspect the accounts the day after the AGAR was published and to do so as soon as possible after it was approved. The Council should ensure that in 2025/26 they comply with the Regulations. 
The Parish Council note these findings, and will ensure that correct Regulations are followed to publish the AGAR as soon as possible after approval, and to ensure that the inspection period is correctly published. 
The internal control objective (F), 'petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved, and VAT appropriately accounted for', was ticked 'yes' by the internal auditor when no petty cash was held by the Council. The box should have been ticked 'not covered' or N/A and an explanation provided if no petty cash held. In future, the Council should ensure the annual return is accurate and complete. 
The Parish Council and Internal Auditor note these findings, and will ensure that the annual return is accurate and complete
The internal control objective (K), ‘if the Authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2023/24, it met the exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt’, was left blank by the internal auditor when the Council was exempt in 2023/24. The Council must ensure that all sections of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) are completed, to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the AGAR.
The Parish Council and Internal Auditor note these findings, and will ensure that the annual return is accurate and complete.
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